
CORE  Conference Call Minutes 
January 7, 2013  

 

In attendance (please excuse spelling or missed names): 

Kelly Roberts (Chair) 

Dalun Zhang (Vice Chair) 

Mark Innocenti (Secretary) 

Margo Izzo (Past-Chair) 

Meaghan McHugh (AUCD) 

Roxy Lamar 

Kelly Roberts 

Eric Moody  

Kristen Kaiser 

Brian Freedman 

Arnie Birenbaum 

Tony Cahill 

Ann Mastergeorge 

Brian Reichow 

Katharine Hayward 

 

 

 

 

i. Introduction of staff – AUCD staff and CORE vice chair, secretary, and chair 
 

 Kelly thanked Margo for her help during the transition and her work as Chair. 
 Chair: Kelly Roberts, UCEDD Associate Director for the Center on Disability Studies, 

University of Hawaii at Manoa and Director of the Pacific Basin Program 
 Vice Chair: Dalun Zhang, Director of Research and Evaluation, Center on Disability 

and Development, Texas A&M University 
 Secretary: Mark Innocenti, Director, Research and Evaluation Division, Center for 

Persons with Disabilities, Utah State University 
 Meaghan McHugh: AUCD liaison, Project Manager with a focus on maternal and 

child health working primarily with LEND programs.   
 
 

ii. Goals for the year 
 

1. Finish up policy briefs 
 

 CORE is currently working on two policy briefs.  The first is on evidence-based 
policy for integrated employment.  This is currently in draft form and being 
reviewed by NASDDDS and AUCD.  Once reviewed and revised, then CORE will 
sponsor a webinar on the topic.   

 
 The second brief is on independent living options in the community.  This is still in 

development.  This will be available after review by NASDDDS and AUCD and 
revisions.   
 

 For more information on the Evidence-Base Policy Brief document created by 
NASDDDS and AUCD go to the following website: 



http://www.aucd.org/docs/annual_mtg_2011/Workshops/Evidence-
based_overview.pdf 
 

 The need to send briefs, once vetted, to the Interagency Task Force on Disability was 
discussed.   

 
 
2. Hold 3 webinars: 

 
a. Evidence based policy briefs on Employment (date - TBD)  

 
 Featuring John Butterworth, Ph.D., Institute for Community Inclusion, University of 

Massachusetts, Boston and Linda Rolfe, Director of the Division of Developmental 
Disabilities in Washington State. 

 
 This will be based on the brief (discussed above) that is currently in the review 

process. 
 

b. NIH funding - scheduled for February 18, 2013. Lead by Judith Gordon - 

Associate Professor & Associate Head for Research, Department of 

Family & Community Medicine, University of Arizona  

 

 This is moving forward. 

 

c. Overcoming Challenges in Conducting Research with Individuals with 
ID (4, 15 minute slots). Date to be determined.  Topics to be included: 

i. Representative Samples (Karen Ward?) 
ii. Invalidation of Self-Report (Glen Fujiura?) 

iii. Reliability of Reports with Families, Providers, and Care 
Providers (Elena Andreson/OR Health & Science Center) 

iv. Reliability of Reports by Proxy (self-advocate talk about 
participating in research?)  Please Note – this information 
came from the annual meeting. Individuals have not yet 
committed/agreed to present – they were suggested.  
 

 This was discussed and we will move forward.  Topics iii and iv will be collapsed.  
We will find a self-advocate to discuss research issues in the 4th time slot.  The intent 
is to have a session at the AUCD Conference that would include self-advocates 
discussing research issues. 

 
 

3. CORE Strand at AUCD Conference – need to confirm 
 
Talked about need for CORE volunteer for AUCD conference committee.  
Dalun volunteered. Discussed proposal review but this will be determined by 
committee.   

a. Volunteer to be on review committee and try to secure three 
slots (CORE would find speakers/papers)  
 

http://www.aucd.org/docs/annual_mtg_2011/Workshops/Evidence-based_overview.pdf
http://www.aucd.org/docs/annual_mtg_2011/Workshops/Evidence-based_overview.pdf


 Dalun volunteered to be on the conference committee.  There may be opportunities 
for other core members to serve as reviewers. 
 

b. identify/label activities as “CORE” 
c. Pre-Conference Workshop 
d. Submit papers for presentation 
e. Need some type of connection to diversity as that is likely to be 

the theme of next year’s conference  
 CORE will need to encourage members to submit research.  Dalun will keep CORE 

informed of developments and directions in this conference opportunity.  
 

4. Look at NIRS data and conduct an analysis of the research that is currently 
happening in the AUCD network.  Can CORE provide more specificity to 
research being done?  
 

a. What is missing/what’s available 
b. What topics are being researched and how many are focusing 

on specific topics 
c. Inform future directions (possibly for policy makers) 
d. Capacity/readiness for UCEDDS 
e. Funding needs 
f. Potentially would need subcommittee to do this project 
g. Would need to discuss with Crystal Pariseau at next Board 

meeting – How should CORE proceed with this? 
 

 This topic/task was initially raised at the AUCD Conference CORE meeting. Concerns 
were expressed regarding CORE taking on this activity without more information.  
The overall purpose of this activity is not clear.  Kelly will discuss this activity at the 
next AUCD Board meeting to obtain perspectives on the use of NIRS and the goal(s) 
of this activity.  Kelly will return this information to the CORE.   
 

 The issue of knowing the research/evaluation expertise of people in the network 
was discussed.  The usefulness of an on-line list was discussed.  CORE members 
looking for people with specific expertise are invited to send an email to the CORE 
list.   

 
iii. Other points of discussion: Is doodle ok to use for scheduling the next call?  

 
 Doodle is okay.   

 
iv. Meeting adjourned in a timely fashion (50 minutes). 


